Preterite vs Imperfect Spanish Explained & Examples

When to Use the Preterite Tense
Use for completed actions with a clear beginning and end.

® Specific event: Ayer fui al cine. (Yesterday, | went to the movies.)

® Defined time frame: El afio pasado viajé a México. (Last year, | traveled to Mexico.)
e Sequential actions: Me levanté, me vesti y sali. (| got up, got dressed, and left.)

Preterite Conjugation Examples

o Hablar: hablé, hablaste, habld, hablamos, hablasteis, hablaron

o Comer: comi, comiste, comid, comimos, comisteis, comieron
e Vivir: vivi, viviste, vivio, vivimos, vivisteis, vivieron

When to Use the Imperfect Tense
Use for ongoing, repeated, or habitual past actions.

® Repeated action: Siempre comiamos juntos los domingos. (We always ate together on

Sundays.)
o Background details: Hacia mucho calor en el verano. (It was very hot in the summer.)
e Ongoing actions: Mientras estudiaba, escuchaba musica. (While | was studying, | was
listening to music.)

Imperfect Conjugation Examples

¢ Hablar: hablaba, hablabas, hablaba, hablabamos, hablabais, hablaban

e Comer: comia, comias, comia, comiamos, comiais, comian
e Vivir: vivia, vivias, vivia, viviamos, viviais, vivian

Common Mistakes & How to Avoid Them

X Ayer jugaba todo el dia. Ayer jugué todo el dia. (Use preterite for completed actions.)
X La casa fue grande y bonita. La casa era grande y bonita. (Use imperfect for descriptions.)

Tips for Mastering Preterite vs Imperfect

® Use preterite for completed actions with clear timeframes.

o Use imperfect for background details and habitual actions.
e Practice with real-life scenarios and native speaker conversations.

Final Note

Mastering preterite vs imperfect takes practice, but you’re on your way! For a complete guide, visit:
speakbetterspanish.com/preterite-vs-imperfect-in-spanish-the-ultimate-guide
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